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PBEFATORX EE MAllKS. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE, EARL OE CLARENDON, K. 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL, AND GENERAL GOYERNOR OF IRELAND. 



May tt please your Excellency, 

In obedience to your Excellency’s commands communicated by Mr. 
Redington, under date the 1st August, 1848, 1 have the honour now to lay before 
you the Returns of Agricultural Produce in Ireland, in that year. 

They have been collected in the same manner, and by the same means which 
were adopted in 1847, and which are described in detail with the Returns for 
that year. . . 

But the disturbed state of the country required the whole time and energy ot 
the Constabulary, on their more arduous and obvious duties in the preservation 
of peace and order. This in some places led to occasional delay, and in the 
Counties of Waterford and Tipperary, and the Metropolitan District of Dublin, 
it was necessary to abandon the inquiry altogether. To persons, _ indeed, who 
have not witnessed the admirable discipline and untiring exertions of that 
exemplary body of officers and men, it will rather appear matter of surprise, 
that at such a time the Returns could be collected at all, than that in a few 
Counties they should be wanting. 



PART I-CROPS. 

In the compilation, the only changes which require notice are : — 

1st. That while the area under each description of crop is given for each Elec- 

toral Division, the quantity of produce yielded by that area is only given by Unions; 
because it was felt, that while it was practicable to obtain a sufficient number of 
estimates to afford a fair average of the weight of crops within each Union, yet 
when these Union averages were applied to spaces differing so widely in character 
as is frequently the case in Electoral Divisions of the same Union — some 
beintr mountainous, some chiefly composed of lowland — the results were not so 
satisfactory as could be wished. For this reason, the separate estimated produce 
of each Electoral Division has been omitted ; but the produce is still given by 
Unions, and by Counties. . . . x . . _ A 

2 n d. That an additional classification has been introduced into these Returns, 

viz., according to the size of farms, i. e., the space which is occupied by each 
description of crop on farms of the various classes — under 1 acre, from 1 to 5 
acres, from 5 to 15, from 15 fo 30, and above 30 acres. This has been done 
with the view of affording a comparison with similar information in future years, 
in order to show the changes which take place, not only in the total quantities of 
land under each crop in Ireland, and in the several Counties and Unions, but the 
class of persons among whom the changes occur. It has added to the labour 
and increased the bulk of the volume, but this will not be regretted if it should 
hereafter furnish useful information in the Agricultural changes of every kind, 
through which the country will probably pass for several years to come. I he 
general leading facts thus collected will be found in a set of Summary Tables 
attached to these remarks. It would be premature to enlarge on the considera- 
tions to which these changes may give rise, but they appear to lead in a direction 

of much importance. . . « 

A comparison of the number of farms, with those given m the former 
Returns, shows a reduction in every class except those above 30 acres. In 
those from 1 to 5 acres of 24,147, from 5 to 16 of 28,379, from 15 to 30 of 
4,274, while above 30 there is an increase of 3,670. In order to exhibit at one 
view, the many comparisons and results which may be drawn from this section 
of the Returns, the following Table has been compiled, showing the changes by 
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ir AGRICULTURAL RETURNS FOR THE YEAR 1S4S. 

Counties and Provinces. In 1847 the number of farms was compiled from the 
Live Stock Returns, and those have been found in many instances to be less 
perfect so far as regarded the sizes of farms, than the Tillage Returns ; a careful 
examination has therefore been made of the Returns of 1847, from which the 
comparison instituted in the following Table has been made : — 




In the columns showing the extent of land under crops, a material decrease 
will be observed in the extent of leguminous crop in every county, amounting 
on the whole to no less than 337,886 acres, while the increase of green crop 
appears to have been 382,190. The culture of the Potato has again occupied the 
attention of the people, — the increase of area under that crop having been 481,750 
acres. The extent of Flax has decreased 4,108 acres. But on the whole King- 
dom the increase of land under crops amounts to 302,464 acres. These facts tend 
to show that there was no falling off in the industry of the country in 1848 ; on 
the contrary the success which attended the contracted culture of 1847, had 
evidently led to increased exertions, but unfortunately the results were not such 
as could have been desired, as will be seen by an examination of the columns of the 
Table devoted to produce. 

The means by which the estimate of average produce was arrived at in 1847 
were described with the Returns of that year, viz.— the opinions and statements 
of independent and impartial persons, resident or stationed in all parts of the 
country. The same course was again adopted in 1848, the number of statements 
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PREFATORY REMARKS. 



being in all 250 ; and t.lie averaged results is a lamentable confirmation of the 
diminished produce of 1848. The following are the mean rates on the entire 



Kingdom : — 


Wheat, 


Oats, 


Barlet, 


RrE, 


Brass, 


Potatoes, Tcrnifs, 




barrels, 


barrels, 


barrels. 


barrels, 


bushels. 


tons, tons, 




per acre. 


per acre. 


per acre. 


per acre. 


per acre. 


per aero. per aero. 


1847, 


- 6* 


- 8* 


- 8* 


8iV 


- 


- 57 - 15 


1848, 


- 4* 


- 7 A 


- 8* 


- 8 


- 8 A- 


- 30 - 14 



In the Potato crop this indicates a reduction of nearly one-half, and there can 
be no doubt that a much smaller quantity in fact was realized, because many of the 
reports were sent in before the full extent of the decay became known, which, 
therefore, if made at a later period, would have given a much lower general 



average. , .... 

Calculating the produce, however, even at this rate, the increase in the quantity 
of Potatoes in 184S over 1847, was only 725,521 tons, while the decrease in 
grain crops was 673,488 tons. This reduction in the grain crop was, no doubt, 
greatly brought about by the mere diminution of area so cultivated, and by the 
unfavourable nature of the season for such crop, from the low temperature and 
frequent rain. But another fact which the Tables exhibit, and to which attention 
was directed in the Returns for 1S47, ought not now to be overlooked, viz— that 
the extent of preparation crop in that year was only 601,011 acres, while the 
white crop of 1848 extended over ‘2,356,796 acres, a disproportion which must 
inevitably bring about a rapid reduction in the rate of produce. At present there 
is a somewhat better prospect, the grain crop of 1848 bearing to the preparation 
crop the ratio of 27 acres to 1, whereas in 1847 it was 4-5 to 1. Notwithstanding, 
however, this change for the better, it is evident a still further reduction ill these 
relative proportions must he looked for, before a wholesome system of Agriculture 
can be predicted. . 

The proportion per cent, of each class of crops cultivated on each class of 
farm, is exhibited in the following Table : — 




In making these and all the other comparisons in this Report, it is necessary 
to observe that the produce of the Counties of Tipperary and Waterford has been 
deducted from the produce of 1847 to make it comparable with the Returns of 
1848, in which these Counties are not included. 

In the Summary Tables will be found the means of ascertaining the extent of the 
depression in each County and Union; but in making the comparison it is neces- 
sary to bear in mind that the produce, even of 1847, was in many districts very 
far below the wants of the population, and consequently that the extraneous 
supply of food required by the population of these districts, over and above the 
produce of the districts, is not to be measured by the difference between , the 
produce of the respective seasons. 

The following Table shows the comparative amount of grain to each person m 
each Province in Ireland : — „ . 

Grain, ^ Gnun ? , 

lbs. per head. lbs. per head. 

Leinster, - - - 885 I Connaught, - - - 347 

Ulster _ 696 | Munster, - 



Tbs following is a similar Table for eight of the best and worst circumstanced 
Unions in Ireland: — 



Dunshaugblin, 
Enniscorthy, - 
Ardee, 

Gorey, 

Downpatrick, 

Gortin, 

Newtownlimavady, 

Edenderry, 



1,442 

1,322 

1,279 

1,253 

1,226 

1,173 

1,152 

1,140 



Galway, 

Skibbereen, 

Westport, 

Dingle, 

Kanturk, 

Bantry, 

Clifden, 

Kenmare, 



Worst. 

Grain, lbs. per head. 

- 172 
166 

- 166 

- 149 

- 133 

- 103 

- 102 

71 
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AGRICULTURAL RETURNS FOR THE TEAR 1848. 



By a comparison with the recent Reports of the Poor Law Commissioners, it 
will be observed that the Unions in the latter column are amongst those which 
have received the largest amount of assistance from the Government, except 
Kanturk, which, though by nature in the same category, has struggled through 
without it, having collected the highest rates of any Union in Ireland. 

The number of acres of Flax has been stated to be 4,108 less in 1848 than in 
1847, having been in the former year 58,312, in the latter, 53.868, but the quantity 
of produce exhibits more than a proportionate reduction. The average produce of 
Flax, however, was, in the Returns for 1847, calculated at the ratio assumed by the 
Flax Society in their reports, viz., 6 cwt. to the statute acre. In the present 
Returns it is the result of independent inquiry, being included in the local queries 
on the crops generally. This has given for 1848 only 38 stones, or 4f cwt., per 

acre. 

PAST II.-STOCK. 

The collection and compilation of the Returns has been conducted in the same 
manner as last year ; but a further subdivision of the ages of Horses and Cattle 
was introduced into the forms furnished to the Constabulary lor collecting the 
Returns ; and the classification according to the size of farms, which was last year 
confined to the Stock Returns, having been in the present year carried out in 
the Tillage Returns also, affords a more direct comparison between the two 
great classes of Agricultural Produce. 

In these Returns as in those of Tillage, the pressure cn the Constabulary of 
their more obvious and natural duties, caused by the political state of the country, 
not only compelled the omission of certain Counties, but delayed several others 
till the month of November, when many changes had taken place in the location 
of cattle. This was especially unfavourable for small spaces, such as Electoral 
Divisions. Stock, indeed, from its nature, cannot at any time be safely grouped 
by spaces so small, with boundaries at present arbitrary. Accordingly it was 
not attempted in 1847, and would have been still more fallacious now. But in 
Counties and Baronies there is not the same risk of error, and those divisions 
have accordingly been adopted. A Table arranged by Unions is, however, given 
for the necessary comparison and collation with the Return of Tillage, and with 
the Returns of 1847. These Returns, therefore, present the amount of live stock 
of every description on every size of farm in every County, Barony, and Union 
in Ireland. 

The following Table has been compiled to show the extent of the changes which 
have taken place in the numbers of each class of stock, as well as the changes 
which have taken place in the stock of each class of landholders. The value per 
head affixed to each class of stock is the same as that given in the Census of 
1841. 







per bead. jcatUe,at.MIC».pcrheml. 


Sbrer.at 1 1 Sr. per boaJ.rigr.el £1 ir.perbcod. 


0 “Sr“2£j“- 


oultry, et per bead. 




X amber. j Vela.. 


Somber. J Yabm. | Somber. | Yob,,. 


Number. | Valeo. | Kumber. 




— 


Value. 


Number. | Value. 




1 ■■ 


1847, . 

1818, . 

Increase, . 
Decrease, . 


laSClJ 106404 
ll.COlj 94,408 


6,456 


£ \ \ £ 
6,456 82,186| 209,209 

4,7G7| 20,831 135,402 


20,3081 22418 19,108 
8,815] 9,696j 21,060 


£ 

28,885 

26,325 


6,550 


£ 

2,456 

1.81.1 


186,445 

168,614 


4,636 


£ 

375,164 

276,694 


l,462j 11, CSC 


1,689 


1 , 689 ) 11,355| 73,807 


11,493) 12,722| 1,9 ° 2 


2,440 


iej . 




16,83i 


421 


38,7411 




ri847, . 

1848, 

Increase, . 
Decrease, . 


16,679! 133,432 
14,120| 112,900 


18,789 

15,356 


10,7891 77,630j 504,596 
15,396] 66,047 429,306 


29,321 

20,756 


23j&34 


2l|567 


26,777 

26,959 


16,793 

15,624 


6,297 

5,859 


408|753 


9,312 

10,219 


623533 


2,559] 20,472 


3,393 


3,B93| 11 , 683 ) 75,290 


8,565 


9,419 


145 


182 


1,169 


438 


145,429 


907 


107,923 


Kg 


1847, 

1848, . 

Increase, . 
Decrease, . 


94.492' 735.700 
118,291 706,328 


41,511 

38,429 


41,511 

38,429 


418,1232,717,799 
486,761 !2, 643,947 


177,291 

140,727 


195,020 

154,800 


80,098 

87,456 


100,123 

109,320 


41,411 

42,441 


15,529 

15,916 


1,220,274 

1,44-1,307 


30,507 

36,108 


3,856,425 

3,704,848 


6,20lj 49,008 


3,082 


3,082 


ll,3G2) 73,852 


36,564 


40,200 


7,358 


9,197 


1,030 


387 


224,083 


5,601 


151,577 




1847, . 

Increase, . 
Decrease, . 


123,02 ll 984,16!. 
124,367| 994,931 


20,571 

21,108 


20,571 

21,108 


511,703 

552,571 


3,326,069 

3,591,711 


270,146 

237,711 


297,160 

201,515 


113,864 

123,925 


142,330 

154,906 


32,157 

35,406 




1,223,356 

1,462,257 


30,584 

36,556 


4,812,941 

5,074,009 


1,346 10,768 


537 


537 


40,868 


265,642 


32,405 


35,645 


10,061 


12,576 


3,249 


1,218 


238,901 


5,972 


261,068 


S§j 


1847, . 

1848, . 

Increase, . 
Decrease,. 


250, 7GG 2,006,128 
260,7642,086,112 


24,702 

25,317 


24,702 

25,317 


;, 327, 49/ 


8,628,730 

9,329,391 


1,484,569 

1,401,068 


1,G33,02G 

1,641,175 


282,981 

295,575 


353,731 


52,771 


19.791 

21,833 


2,073,749 

2,405,481 


51,844 

60,137 


12,717.951 

13,433,434 


9,998l 79,984 


615 


615 


108,794 


700,66 


83,50! 


91,851 


12,69 


15,739 


5,446 


2,042 


331,732 


8,293 


715,483 


Total, 


j 8,976 




7,012 




743,354 




189,857 




40,134 




2,634 




20,35'- 


618,581 
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The foregoing Table shows a steady diminution in the capital of the smaller 
farmers; but, as will be seen by the following Table, not in so great a proportion 
as their numbers have been reduced, while the larger farms exhibit an increase 
in stock beyond their increased numbers. 



Classes of Holdings. 



Alteration per cent, 
in the Number of 
Holdings. 



Alteration per cent, 
in the Value of 
Stock. 



Under 1 acre, - 
Above 1 and not exceeding 5 acres, 
Above 5 and not exceeding 15 acres, 
Above 15 and not exceeding 30 acres, 
Above 30 acres, - 



30 per cent. less. 
20 ditto. 

11 ditto. 

3 ditto. 

•03 per cent. more. 



The increase in the value of stock in the whole Kingdom 
in the year 1848 over that of 1847. 



26 per cent. less. 

13 ditto. 

4 ditto. 

5 per cent. more. 

5 ditto. 

being 2i 5 o per cent. 



I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency’s very faithful servant, 

THOS. A. LAR.COM. 



Office of Public W ores, Dublin, 
4th August, 1849. 
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GENERAL COUNTY TABLE.— 
SHOWING THE TOTAL EXTENT OF LAND UNDER CROPS, 




l 
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GENERAL COUNTY TABLE.— PART I.— CROPS. 



PART I.— CROPS. 

TOGETHER WITH AN ESTIMATE OF THE QUANTITY OF PRODUCE. 







t 
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RETURNS 

ARRANGED ACCORDING TO 

POOR LAW UNIONS AND ELECTORAL DIYISIONS. 

PART I. 



CROPS. 



B 
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POOR LAW UNIONS, 



1. ABBEYLEIX . 

2. ANTRIM. 

3. ARMAGH 

4. ARDEE . 

6. ATHLONE 

6. ATHY . 

7. BAILIEBOROUGH 

8. BALLINA 

9. B ALLINROBE . 

10. BALLINASLOE 

11. BALLYCASTLE 

12. BALLYMENA . 

13. BALROTHERY 

14. BALLYMONEY. 

15. BALLYSHANNON 

16. BALTINGLASS . 

17. BANBRIDGE . 

18. BANDON 

19. BANTRY 

20. BELFAST 

21. BOYLE . 

22. CAHERCIVEEN 

23. CALLAN 

24. CARLOW 

25. CARRICKMACROSS . 

26. CARRICK-ON-SHANNON 

27. CARRICK-ON-SUIR . 

28. CASHEL 

29. CASTLEBAR . 

30. CASTLEBLAYNEY . 

31. CASTLEDERG . 

32. CASTLEREAGH 

33. CAVAN . 

34. CLIFDEN 

35. CELBRIDGE . 

36. CLOGHEEN 

37. CLOGI-IER 

38. CLONES - 

39. CLONMEL 

40. COLERAINE . 

41. COOTEHELL . 

42. COOKSTOWN . 

43. CORK 

44. DINGLE . 

45. DOWN PATRICK 

46. DONEGAL 

47. DROGHEDA . 

48. DUBLIN, NORTH 

49. DUBLIN, SOUTH 

50. DUNDALK 

51. DUNFANAGHY 

52. DUNGANNON . 

53. DUNGARVAN . 

54. DUNMANWAY . 

55. DUNSHAUGHLIN 

56. EDENDERRY . 

57. ENNIS 

58. ENNISCORTHY 

59. ENNISKILLEN . 

60. ENNISTIMON . 

61. FERMOY 

62. GALWAY 

63. GLENTIES 

64. GOREY . . 

65. GORT 

66. GRANARD 












4 


67. .GORTJN 










4 


68. INISHOWEN . 










6 


69. KANTURK 










8 


70. KENMARE 










8 


71. KELLS . 










10 


72. KILKEEL 










10 


73. KILKENNY . 










12 


74. KELLARNEY . 










12 


75. KILMALLOCK 










14 


76. KILRUSH 










14 


77. KENSALE 










16 


78. LARNE . 










16 


79. LETTERKENNY 










18 


80. LIMERICK 










18 


81. LISBURN 










20 


82. LISMORE 










20 


83. LISNASKEA . 










22 


84. LISTOWEL 










22 


85. LONDONDERRY 










24 


86. LOUGHREA . 










24 


87. LONGFORD . 










26 


88. LOWTHERSTOWN 










26 


89. LURGAN 










28 


90. MACROOM . 










28 


91. MAGHERAFELT 










30 


92. MALLOW 










30 


93. MANORHAMILTON 










30 


94. MIDDLETON . 










32 


95. MILFORD 










32 


96. MONAGHAN . 










34 


97. MOHILL 










34 


98. MOUNTMELLICK 










36 


99. MULLINGAR . 










36 


100. NAVAN 










88 


101. NAAS . 










38 


102. NENAGH 










40 


, 103. NEWCASTLE . 










40 


104. NEW ROSS . 










40 


105. NEWTOWNARDS 










42 


106. NEWTO WNLIMAV ADI 








42 


107. NEWRY 










44 


108. OLDCASTLE . 










44 


109. OMAGH 










46 


110. PARSONSTOWN 










46 


111. RATHDOWN . 










48 


112. RATHDRUM . 










48 


113. RATHKEALE . 










50 


114. ROSCOMMON . 










50 


116. ROSCREA 










5 


116. SCARRIFF 










5 


117. SHILLELAGH . 










54 


118. SKEBBEREEN . 










54 


119. STRANORLAR 










54 


120. SLIGO . 










66 


121. SWINEFORD . 










56 


122. STRABANE . 










58 


123.. THURLES 










58 


124. TIPPERARY . 










60 


125. TRALEE 










60 


126. TRIM . 










62 


127. TUAM . 










62 


128. TULLAMORE . 










64 


129. "WEXFORD 










64 


130. WATERFORD . 










66 


131. WESTPORT . 





. 66 



. 68 
. 70 
. 70 
. 72 
. 72 
. 74 
. 74 
. 76 
. 76 
. 78 




. 86 



. 90 
. 90 
. 92 
. 92 
. 94 
. 94 
. 96 
. 96 



. 100 
. 100 
. 102 
. 102 
. 104 
. 104 
. 106 



. no 
. 112 
. 112 
. 114 
. 114 
. 116 
. 116 
. 118 
. 118 
. 120 
. 120 
. 122 
. 122 
. 124 
. 124 
. 126 
. 126 
. 128 
. 128 
. 130 
. 130 
. 132 
. 132 
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ABBEYLEIX. 



UNIONS OF ABBEYLEIX AND ANTRIM. 
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UNION OP ARMAGH 
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BALLINA. 



UNIONS OF BALLINA AND BALLINROBE. 
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130 2,552 1,371 1,007 1,059 

108! 1,820 751 78? 013 

103 1,876 790 7711! 1,383 

75, 1,119 307 4871 4H0| 
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609 593 56 54 40 188 3,485 1,2421 842 8,180 1,075 
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Castlereagb, Lower 
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Dufferin 
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6 292 26 44 

4 419 46 93 
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35 983 614 417 3 

81 1,753 1,139 762 22 2 

20 409 198 138 2 

254 3,543 2,602 1064 14 £ 

416 8,527 4,11932314 42 6 

48 924 976 524 7 1 

81 1,617 1,088 765 27 1 

56 1,988 1,040 653 13 £ 

76 1,470 592 258 1 
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477 1,105 89 91 7 6 2,823 1,141 945 l,207l 

202 570 18 29 1 3 1,035 554 406 189 

629 1,533 86 117 29 24 4,016 1,807 1,661 1.279 

708 1,521 91 125 32 35 4,301 2,237 1,819 4,004 ! 

287 705 45 52 10 10 1,633 801 662 778i 

541 1,561 150 141 39 36 2,838 1,562 1,239 1,467 

125 247 20 12 . 1 586 217 131 1,574 

78 209| 4 7 3 5 397 207 149 65 



777 1,266 103 17,055 82 26 . 1 

988 1,100 153 16,527 169 26 1 . 

325 395 83 8,061 13 ... 

711 1,193 202 16,422 81 38! . . 

73 195 34 2,735 53 6 . . 

85 13! 13. 2,320 20 J 130 . . 
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